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By looking at ripples, we can tell whether the 
rocks were formed in a river or a beach 
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Symmetrical ripples 
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Cross bed caused by desert sand dunes 
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Graded bedding 


The largest grains collect at the bottom of a layer 
and the grain size decreases toward the top. 
Commonly form when some violent activity, such 
as a major flood or submarine landslide, mixes a 
range of grain sizes together in water 

The largest grains settle rapidly and concentrate 
at the base of the bed 

Finer particles settle more slowly and accumulate 
in the upper parts of the beds. 


* Graded bedding-sedimentary layer that 
changes grain size vertically within the layer, 
usually coarser at the bottom, and becomes 
progressively finer grained towards the top 
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